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He has more than thirty years of experience 

in education through his service as the former 
counselor at Lanier High School, as a former 
Assistant Principal at Hardy Junior High 
School and as a former Principal at Rowan 
Junior High and Brinkley Junior High School. 

His contributions to the local community in-
clude: the Town Creek Project, Midtown Fed-
eral Housing Rehabilitation Program, Midtown 
Community Service Centers, and a Commu-
nity Economic Development Grant. He has 
also served as: President of the Rolling Hills 
Neighborhood Association, a Habitat for Hu-
manity board member and a 2004 Mississippi 
Delegate to the Democratic National Conven-
tion. 

He has served on various committees in the 
City Council and among the community such 
as the Mayor’s Advisory Committee, Super-
intendent’s Advisory Committee, Keep Jack-
son Beautiful, and Jackson School Board 
President. He was formerly the Chairman of 
the Council’s Budget Committee. 

Councilman Tillman has been awarded: a 
pedestrian crosswalk on North Mill Street in 
his honor, the Boy Scouts of America Semi-
nole District’s Principal-of-the-Year Award, 
Governor’s Distinguished Service Award for 
Outstanding Voluntary Community Service and 
National Council of Negro Women’s Apprecia-
tion Award for Outstanding and Dedicated 
Service. 

He was married to the late Issie Patterson 
and has two children, Vanessa and Randy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Councilman Charles Tillman for 
his dedication in serving. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE JAMES 
ZADROGA 9/11 HEALTH AND COM-
PENSATION ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, today I’m proud to announce the 
beginning of our effort to reauthorize and ex-
tend the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and 
Compensation Act, which is providing health 
care and financial assistance to over 70,000 
first-responders and survivors all across the 
country. These are the 9/11 heroes—the fire-
fighters, the police officers, the EMTs, the vol-
unteers—who came to Ground Zero, the Pen-
tagon, and Shanksville, to sift through the rub-
ble and help their fellow men and women. The 
clock is ticking for the heroes and survivors of 
9/11. In just over 500 days, the programs that 
help them cope with 9/11 related illnesses will 
expire. 

After 9/11 we made a promise not only to 
pursue justice against those who attacked us 
and to rebuild but also to take care of those 
who were injured in those attacks and the he-
roes who risked life and limb in the recovery 
efforts. 

Our commitment to ‘‘never forget’’ knew no 
bounds and no party lines when joined in uni-
son on the steps of the Capitol back in 2001. 
This Congress we must make sure we keep 
that promise by permanently extending this 
vital legislation. 

The health of those who were there in the 
aftermath of 9/11 was forever changed. More 

than 70,000 people in all 50 states and in 429 
of the 435 congressional districts have bene-
fited from the World Trade Center and Na-
tional Health Programs. The September 11th 
Victim Compensation Fund is helping more 
than 10,000 people who were made ill by 
9/11 and has determined they are eligible for 
more than $1 billion in economic assistance 
because of the hardships and the losses they 
suffered. 

So far medical research has identified more 
than 60 types of cancer caused by 9/11 tox-
ins. Thousands suffer from diseases that don’t 
go away in a year and sometimes don’t 
present themselves for decades. Diseases 
and injuries that can make it impossible to find 
and keep work. 

Making these programs permanent is the 
least that we as a grateful nation can do for 
our heroes and heroines of 9/11. I thank my 
colleagues Reps. JERROLD NADLER, PETER 
KING, and the entire New York delegation, as 
well as other Members from across the coun-
try who have committed to working together in 
this fight for reauthorization. 
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RECOGNIZING CORPORAL RICHARD 
VANA FOR ACTIONS DURING 
WORLD WAR II 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
recognize Corporal Richard Vana of the 
United States Marine Corps. Corporal Vana 
served during World War II and fought val-
iantly during the Battle of Okinawa. As a mem-
ber of the Marine Raiders, Corporal Vana was 
just one of a small group who survived all 99 
days of this bloody campaign. 

On June 1, 1945 Corporal Vana was re-
joining his company after filling in a defensive 
position when he came under mortar fire from 
the Japanese. During this mortar attack, Vana 
took shelter in a foxhole with another marine. 
Within moments, a neighboring foxhole was 
struck by mortar fire, and one of Corporal 
Vana’s comrades was severely wounded. 
Under constant enemy fire, Corporal Vana and 
another marine, PFC Stuart Upchurch, helped 
to rescue the wounded marine and take him to 
shelter from the enemy. Corporal Vana and 
PFC Upchurch performed emergency life-
saving medical procedures until a Navy corps-
man could provide assistance. 

Without the heroic actions of Corporal Vana 
and PFC Upchurch the wounded marine sure-
ly would have died from his wounds. Their life- 
saving action upheld the motto of the Marine 
Corps. The unwavering courage and gallantry 
Corporal Vana deserves the utmost respect 
and gratitude. These actions reflect great 
credit upon Corporal Vana, his unit, the U.S 
Marine Corps, the U.S. Navy, and the United 
States of America. 

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF COMMUNITY HOPE 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Community Hope, Inc., located 
in Parsippany, New Jersey as it celebrates its 
30th Anniversary. 

Community Hope, a non-profit organization 
created in 1985, was created by families and 
mental health professionals who sought to 
provide a safe haven for young adults who 
were recovering from debilitating mental ill-
nesses. Today, Community Hope offers hous-
ing and essential services to young adults and 
individuals recovering from mental illness. This 
non-profit strives to be a model for organiza-
tions seeking to assist people suffering from 
mental illness by implementing a comprehen-
sive housing and support program for these 
individuals. Community Hope’s mission is to 
support people and their families, including 
veterans, in combating mental illness, addic-
tion, poverty, and homelessness. 

For thirty years Community Hope has of-
fered housing and care for those suffering 
from mental illness. Community Hope’s first 
therapeutic residence included professional 
counselors who assisted individuals in suc-
cessfully transitioning back to communal and 
familial life after years of psychiatric hos-
pitalization. In 2004, Community Hope proudly 
opened the largest transitional housing pro-
gram in New Jersey for homeless veterans. 

Over the past fifteen years, Community 
Hope has vastly expanded its operations. Dur-
ing the course of these fifteen years, Commu-
nity Hope has increased the number of individ-
uals it assists from 57 to over 400. The non- 
profit has also increased its budget by almost 
$10 million since the year 2000. Originally op-
erating under the name Project Hope, the or-
ganization currently inspires hope through its 
several housing facilities, including the Valley 
Brook Village at Lyons Veterans Hospital, 
which assists veterans and individuals at risk 
of becoming homeless. 

Community Hope continues to expand its 
presence in New Jersey with the goal of as-
sisting as many people recovering from mental 
illness as possible. In particular, this non-profit 
launched its multi-year 450 Campaign in 2011. 
Through this campaign, Community Hope 
seeks to serve as many as 450 individuals a 
day who require assistance. The 450 Cam-
paign was so successful that it has trans-
formed into the 1,250 Campaign, with the goal 
of assisting 1,250 individuals in one calendar 
year. Community Hope has also expanded its 
role in helping veterans and their families 
through the Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families Program. Community Hope was one 
of the first organizations to be awarded an 
SSVF grant to establish this program, and 
now is the largest SSVF Program in New Jer-
sey. 

Community Hope also hosts events to raise 
awareness about mental health issues and 
fund its operations. Community Hope’s up-
coming events include its Flag Day 5k Run 
and Fun Walk, the 19th Annual Sparkle of 
Hope Gala, and its Annual Learning Forum 
and Wellness Fair, which is focused on con-
temporary living and spirituality. 
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To celebrate 30 successful years of pro-

viding housing and care for individuals with 
mental illness, Community Hope is hosting its 
Thirtieth Anniversary Reception on Thursday, 
April 30th. The reception will be held at the 
Lowenstein Sandler Reception Center, located 
at 75 Livingston Avenue in Roseland, New 
Jersey. 

I commend the members of Community 
Hope, its Board of Trustees and Board of Di-
rectors, especially its chief executive officer, J. 
Michael Armstrong, for their dedication to pro-
viding for the welfare of individuals battling 
mental illness. Community Hope serves as the 
perfect model for other non-profits seeking to 
administer these critical services. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Community Hope 
as it celebrates its 30th Anniversary. 
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LAUREN HILL—PROFILE IN 
COURAGE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, athlete, 
student, daughter, friend, fighter and hero— 
this was Lauren Hill. At just 19 years old, 
Lauren fought the beast of cancer on the bas-
ketball court as the world watched. As every-
one scrambled and stressed filling out their 
March Madness brackets, hoping to have the 
perfect bracket, Lauren was battling a brain 
tumor. 

Lauren was a freshman basketball player at 
Mount St. Joseph University in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. She was a high school student when 
she was diagnosed with an inoperable brain 
tumor. But Lauren wasn’t going to let a tumor 
stop her. 

She set off to college to achieve her dream: 
to play on a college court. And of course, she 
did it. 

The NCAA allowed Mount St. Joseph move 
up its opening game so that Lauren could 
play. 

Xavier University even offered their arena 
so more people could come watch her shoot 
some hoops. Tickets to the game sold out in 
less than an hour. 10,000 people came to 
watch Lauren doing what she loves—play bas-
ketball. Among the 10,000 was legendary Ten-
nessee Women’s Basketball Coach Pat 
Summitt and some notable WNBA players. 

Because the tumor had so aggressively at-
tacked the right side of her body, her domi-
nant side, Lauren shot a left-handed layup just 
17 seconds into the game. And by no sur-
prise, she made it. But she was not quite 
done. 

She made the last basket of the game. This 
time, she shot the layup with her right hand. 
One can only imagine what it was like in the 
arena that day. The spectators were able to 
watch such a strong soul and example be able 
to live her dream in spite of her illness. Tears 
and smiles filled the arena. 

When she wasn’t on the court, Lauren 
worked to raise awareness and money for 
cancer research through her nonprofit founda-
tion. 

She never let the disease define her, be-
cause she was Lauren, a college basketball 
player, who was just doing what she loved. In 

watching her strength, she has given so many 
hope—hope that even in the midst of a battle 
for life, there is faith. 

As a father of four kids (three of them being 
girls), and a grandfather of 11 kids (7 of them 
being girls), I know how special our girls are. 
Lauren Hill definitely left an impression not 
only on her team and school community, but 
the rest of us as well. 

Thank you Lauren, for so selflessly sharing 
your story with the world. Thank you for inspir-
ing and encouraging all of us. 

President Kennedy would have referred to 
Lauren Hill as a ‘‘profile in courage.’’ 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PHILLIP PRATER’S ESSAY 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Phillip Prater attends Dawson High School 
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: in your 
opinion, why is it important to be involved in 
the political process? 

‘‘OBAMACARE’’ . . . one of the most im-
portant changes in the history of healthcare 
reform. Millions of Americans desperately in 
need of some form of health insurance are 
going to benefit mainly because individuals 
got involved in the political process. 

The political process reaches far back to 
when our founding fathers created this great 
democracy. They instilled during that time 
that a democratic society is effective only if 
individuals are given the opportunity to ex-
press their concerns and actively participate 
in the political process. 

Laws in government are made that affect 
our lives each and every day. Some of these 
laws are positive, yet some are negative. But 
we have to live by them. However, apathy is 
contagious. Our democracy could be a stake 
if we chose to ignore hearing about and par-
ticipating in the political process. If you 
don’t participate, then you can’t and should 
not complain about an outcome that greatly 
affects you. Some individuals believe that 
government has no bearing on our daily 
lives. But this is farthest from the truth. 
Government affects every single aspect of 
our lives. 

For example, the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
outlawed discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin. It also 
ended unequal application of voter registra-
tion requirements and racial segregation in 
schools. Many thanks to Dr. Martin L. King, 
Jr. and countless individuals, who marched 
thru city streets, participated in freedom 
rides, and some ultimately paying the ulti-
mate sacrifice so that future generations 
could live and VOTE in a land of oppor-
tunity. It also paved the way for other civil 
rights legislation such as the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. 

If you’re eligible to vote, then vote!!!!!! 
This is by far the easiest way to get involved 
in the political process. But pulling the lever 
also means understanding the issues that 
candidates are for or against, so that you 
can make the right vote. 

Another way is to write your representa-
tive and present your opposing views or dis-
approval on a topic that you firmly agree on. 

Other ways to get and staying involved in 
the political process are as follows: 

Volunteer to help with voter registration 
drives 

Educate voters by developing voter guides 
Volunteer to work on a political campaign 
Participate in protest rallies and marches 
Attend a debate or a town hall meeting 
Getting involved in the political process by 

every individual is critical if our democracy 
is to continue as the greatest country in the 
world!!!! 
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RIEMANN FAMILY FUNERAL 
HOMES 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Riemann Family Funeral Homes on 
the occasion of the opening of their Jackson 
County location. This facility will continue the 
legacy of service the Riemann family has pro-
vided the citizens of the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
for nearly a century. 

In 1920, Ernest and Ruth Riemann moved 
from Michigan to South Mississippi and pur-
chased Wilder Funeral Homes. They would be 
proud of the success and growth of their fam-
ily business. 

Today, with locations all along the Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast this new Jackson County 
location provides the Riemann family another 
opportunity to compassionately serve their 
neighbors, friends, and family during life’s 
most difficult times. 

The Riemann family is blessed with a dedi-
cated and professional staff that combined has 
hundreds of years of experience. Like the 
Riemann family, they are committed to faith-
fully serving their community. 

Once again, I would like to thank the 
Riemann Family for their four generations of 
dedicated service to the citizens of the Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast. 
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BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE 2015 SUS-
TAINABILITY REPORT ‘‘CREATE, 
GROW, SUSTAIN: LEADING BY 
EXAMPLE’’ 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, it is wholly fitting 
that I rise today, Earth Day, to call attention to 
a report that attests to all of the wonderful 
strides our nation’s largest companies are tak-
ing in the interest of sustainability—strides 
taken not in response to government man-
dates, but because they are good for cus-
tomers, good for employees, good for the bot-
tom line, and good for the communities in 
which these companies do business. 
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